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surface   the    tomato    disease    is    often
encouraged.

Gather all fruit as soon as it ripens. To
test the ripeness of apples, lift them in the
hand; if they separate easily from the
stem, gather the crop at once. Apples and
pears which are allowed to drop become
bruised and unsuitable for storing. Store
these fruits on shelves in a frost-proof
place, where air can circulate freely, and
they will keep many months, according
to the variety.

October is the best planting month for
most fruit trees. The fine roots are able
to take hold of the soil before the cold
months of winter arrive and the plants
are then ready to take advantage of the
first warm days of spring.

Orchards should be carefully looked over
for signs of diseased trees. Trees suffering
from cankers should be cut right out if
beyond remedy, but in any case the affected
portions should be removed.

Cuttings  of   gooseberries   and   currants

can be inserted in sheltered positions now.

Make  new   plantations  of  raspberries,

which can easily be made from suckers

detached from the old plants.   Plant them

3 ft.  apart each way and after planting

keep the soil hoed between the roots to

prevent weeds establishing themselves.

Loganberries, veitchberries, etc., can all

be planted now.
The soil for new fruits should be im-

mediately prepared.   Moderately light soil

is best for most fruits, but any ordinary

soil in which vegetables thrive will do.

Heavy soils are agreeable to gooseberries,

raspberries and loganberries.   Damp soils

are suitable for black currants.
Trench   all   land   intended   for   fruit-

growing to a depth of 2 ft.
Add   road   grit,   sharp   sand,   strawy

manure  and  leaves to clay soils; heavy

mar are,   leaves  and  vegetable  refuse  to

light soils.    Lime in moderation is liked

by all fruits.
Basic slag and crushed bones are best

fertilisers for heavy soil,
Bone-flour and superphosphate of lime

are good for light soils.
Transplanting may take place, or old

trees may be lifted so that the soil may

be replenished,

Begin to root-prune those trees which
require it.

Grease banding should be done at
once.

Apricots, cherries, currants and goose*
berries should be pruned this month.

The old fruit, leaves, and the naked old
wood of figs should be cut away to make
room for the new shoots.

Loganberry stems which have borne
fruit must be cut away to ground level
Train the new stems to the supports"
spacing them out well so that they get
light and air.

All    strawberry    runners    should   be
removed from the plants.
Outdoor grapes  should  be pruned.
Cut out all weak and useless canes and
shorten back good ones to two or three
buds from the base.

Vines that are losing their leaves should
have plenty of air.

Plums and pears may be planted against
walls facing west.

Untie peaches, apricots, nectarines, etc.,
from walls if necessary, and wash the T
with soft soap, sulphur and paraffin.

UNDEB GLASS.
Ventilate freely on warm days.   Be on
the look out for night frosts.

Wipe off moisture that collects on glass.
This may prevent "damping off."

Make up hotbeds for growing winter
cucumbers, etc.

Pinch out tops of annual seedlings,
such as ClarMa, Sweet Peas, Schizanthas,
etc., to make bushy plants.

Take cuttings of Shrubby Calceolarias
and insert in cold frames ready for
bedding out next year.

Disbttd perpetual-flowering Carnations
and Chrysanthemums.

Pot     up     retarded     laly-of-the-Valley
crowns for forcing.
Bepot arum Lilies.
Bepot Lilies dried off in frames, and
keep them in a cool greenhouse for tbe
winter.

Pot up hardy and half-hardy plants for
indoor decoration.

Bring pot roses into the greenhouse.
Pot Pansy cuttings for winter blooming
indoors.

Flowering shrubs that are intended
for forcing should be potted up now. Bo